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Although claims 13-19 are directed to a method of treatment of the 
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effects of the compound/composition. 

2. [X] claims Nos.: 5 (completely) and 6-20 (all partially) 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 
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3. | [ Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions In this International application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 
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I 1 searchable claims 



2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. |~n As only some of the required additional search lees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



A. I y I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 

1-20 (all partially) 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 1-20 (all partially) 

A live recombinant Mycobacterium bovis-BCG strain comprising 
a nucleic acid capable of expression, the nucleic acid:, 
encoding at least one protein or polypeptide that exhibits 
alanine dehydrogenase activity, encoding at least one 
protein or polypeptide selected from the group consisting of 
alanine dehydrogenase [SEQ ID NO: 1, SEQ ID NO: 2], 
comprises all or part of at least one nucleic acid molecule 
selected from the group consisting of [SEQ ID NO: 1], or 
comprises a sequence having at least 60% sequence identity 
to at least one nucleic acid molecule selected from the 
group consisting of [SEQ ID NO: 1], a pharmaceutical 
composition comprising said live recombinant Mycobacterium 
bovis-BCG strain, a vaccine or immunogenic composition for 
treatment or prophylaxis of a mammal against challenge by 
mycobacteria or cancer comprising said live recombinant 
Mycobacterium bovis-BCG strain, a test kit comprising said 
live recombinant Mycobacterium bovis-BCG strain; 



2. claims: 1-20 (all partially) 

idem as subject 1, but limited to glutamine synthetase and 
sequences [SEQ ID NOS: 7, 9, 11, 13 and SEQ ID NOS: 8, 10, 
12, 14]; 



3. claims: 1-20 (all partially) 

idem as subject 1, but limited to L-serine dehydratase and 
sequences [SEQ ID NO: 5, SEQ ID NO: 6]; 



4. claims: 21-27 (all completely) 

a media composition for inhibiting the growth of 
Mycobacterium bovis-BCG comprising alanine or serine as the 
only nitrogen source for growth, a method for inhibiting the 
growth of Mycobacterium bovis-BCG comprising culturing a 
sample comprising Mycobacterium in a selective media wherein 
the selective media comprises alanine or serine as the only 
nitrogen source for growth; 



5. claims: 28, 29 (both completely) 

a method of culturing Mycobacterium bovis-BCG comprising 
culturing a sample comprising Mycobacterium in differential 
media wherein the differential media comprises histidine. 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 5 (completely) and 6-20 (all partially) 



Present claim 5 and dependent claims 6-20 relate to a nucleic acid 
molecule defined by reference to a desirable characteristic or property, 
namely "... has undergone modification". 



The claims cover all nucleic acid molecules having this characteristic 
or property - 9 whereas the application provides no support within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or no disclosure within the meaning of 
Article 5 PCT for such a nucleic acid molecule. In the present case, the 
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a 
meaningful search is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the 
claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An attempt is made to define 
the nucleic acid molecule by reference to a result to be achieved. 
Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to render a 
meaningful impossible. Consequently, no search has been carried out for 
the subject-matter of claim 5 and for subject-matter of claims 6-20 as 
far as referring to claim 5. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 
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